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     If you missed the Annual Meeting, you missed the main course of the GSLFIA. The meeting was 
nicely combined with bright new surroundings, great food, and an exceptional guest speaker. Gina 
captured the audience with her flight stories out of Haiti....not to mention flight training at Scott and 
what GA may expect in their airspace! We were fortunate enough to entertain some pilot guests for 
WINGS credits as well. 
     I hope you will take time to visit the GSLFIA website. Dave has done a spectacular job keeping it 
current and exciting.  As promised, we will sponsor an educational event for CFI's. On September 19, 
the education committee has designed a roundtable discussion so please make plans to attend. 
John, our National FAAST team Rep and past President, made another trip to Oshkosh this year and 
produced the first GA awards video. Good job John!   
     Additionally, our membership continues to grow on schedule and we have a record number of as-
sociates this year.  It is an honor to be among such talented people. To that end, I would urge the 
members to take a more active role in safety and CFI issues through their own organization.   It is a 
small world and we are in Disneyland. 

 
      
 Safe Flying, 
      
         Gloria Bahn CFI,I ASMEL ATP 
         President GSLFIA 

 

 

 
 
 
 

GSLFIA CFI Rountable 
Monday, September 19th, 7:30-9:30pm 

Missouri Athletic Club West,  1777 Des Peres Rd., Town and Country, MO 63131 
Phone: (314) 539-4444     Fax: (314) 965-7781 

 
The first in a series of CFI Roundtable discussions and CFI-specific educational programs.  Join other local 
working Flight Instructors to discuss a number of topics, techniques and other areas designed for professional 
development and mentoring.  All members are encouraged to attend, especially newer, working CFI's.   Sug-
gestions and requests for topics of discussion welcome.   

Contact Dave Pressy, Secretary: davewpressy@gmail.com or call 314-566-3118.  

 

Other Dates to Remember:    

 September 9-11, 2011—Plane & Pilot Midwest LSA Expo, Mt. Vernon, IL 
 January 21 & 22, 2012—Midwest Aviation Conference & GSLFIA FIRC 

https://webmail.lycos.com/webmail/driver?nimlet=deggetemail&fn=INBOX&page=1&degMid=47582&folderSelected=INBOX&uidValidity=null&sfield=Num&sorder=descending&reqReceipt=false
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Vice-president 

 John Teipen 
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 Dave Pressy 

Treasurer 

 Donn Cahill 

Directors: 
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    Steve Hofmann 
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    Tom Kuehne 

    John Ladley 

    Dave Pressy 

    Dan Reed 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
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 Dave Pressy 

Website: 

 www.GSLFIA.com 
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Greater St. Louis Flight 
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PROFICIENCY   by Ed Meyer 

 
PROFICIENCY is the result of performing flight maneuvers with precision and 
smoothness. 
Flight instructors have acquired a thorough understanding of principles and tech-
niques used in performing proficiency flight maneuvers.  
Flight instructors maintain a high degree of competence and skill, through addi-
tional flight training, to increase efficiency and positive aircraft control. 
Professional flight instructors know the importance of maintaining and improving 
knowledge and skill by keeping themselves at top PROFICIENCY.  

 

Safety Tip from Rick Albrecht:  Safety training should become a habit, something 

we do on a regular basis.  After flying with one of my friends today, we sat down and talked 
about how easy it is to fall into the comfort zone where we start to forget the basic safety 
rules.  Itôs not because we are bad pilots, but we slowly slip into that comfort zone.  Call 
your favorite instructor and set a training schedule that will keep you in the safety zone! 
 

Tom Kuehne Writes:  As many of you know, most of my instruction involves tail wheel 

aircraft. The most common challenge, for most pilots learning tailwheel, is rediscovering the 
rudder and itôs purpose.  Next on the list of seemingly new discoveries, is looking outside 
the window in the traffic pattern.  As we all know, this is crucial.  Most mid-air collisions oc-
cur in or near the traffic pattern on clear days.  Please remind your students, to keep their 
heads out of the cockpit and expect the unexpected aircraft to show up, right where he is 
not supposed to be! 
P.S. We are at 182 members!   Please help us reach our goal of 200 flight instructor and 
associate members by years end by signing up at least one associate member. Thank you! 

 
Tips & Techniques   

Dave W. Pressy, CFII, MEI, AGI 

Putting the ñCommercialò back in Commercial Training: Part 2  
 

     Although we often regard the Commercial Certificate as the first ñprofessionalò 
rating, teaching and demonstrating professionalism should be an integral part of 
every rating from Sport through ATP.  Every step along the way from beginner to 
expert should not only be an opportunity for instructors to expect professionalism 
from students, but also to model this behavior in the way we conduct their training. 
     If your doctor asked you to give them a run-down of your medical history, would-

nôt you start looking for a new doctor?  We expect our students to be punctual, con-
sistent and preparedðit is our duty to reciprocate this expectation. “What are we 
doing today?” is an unacceptable way to begin any lesson.  We owe it to our stu-

dents to provide and follow a syllabus with clear and measurable training goals.  A 
student should never wonder about their progress, nor should they feel that the in-
structor is neglecting them or their aviation goals.  Professionalism dictates that as 
instructors we track and evaluate each student from first flight to checkride.    
     Taking the time to ensure that the student has the requisite knowledge, skills 
and experience to pass the written or practical test not only instills confidence in 
them, but also boosts their confidence in you, the professional instructor.  It is in-
cumbent upon us to prepare each student, regardless of the certificate sought, to 
appear professional to the examiner.  Candidates should feel over-prepared, eager 
to demonstrate their abilities and fully aware of the PTS and certificate require-
mentsðnot confused, unprepared or worse yet: unqualified! 
     There are countless opportunities to demonstrate professional behavior, tech-
niques and practices throughout the training process.  We should strive to improve 
on these every time we provide training.  We mentor our career-minded Commer-
cial students, helping them to excel in their profession.  If we adopt the same ap-

proach to every student, theyôll all be flying like pros.   

mailto:members@gslfia.com

