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     2010 did not leave quietly. Weather devastated many families in Missouri and Illinois.  2011 did not arrive 
quietly either. Wild flames surrounding the Tu-154 aircraft in Siberia should have gotten the attention of every 
pilot on earth.  It seemed interesting that the two events were so relevant to flight instructors. Weather analy-
sis, avoidance and emergency survival skills, engine fires and such ....  How can we use these events to help 
others? What can we give to our students and each other? 
     Members of the GSLFIA have much to contribute. I challenge you to find a fellow pilot, instructor, or any-
one at the MACTS this year and change the way he thinks. We are most fortunate to have the finest FIRC in 
the country. This years faculty is the result of numerous contributions from the Directors and membership. 
The Saint Louis FSDO has provided exceptional support. 
     Dave Pressy has done an outstanding job creating a website image. Please view details at www.gslfia re-
garding the MACTS January event. Dinner on Saturday evening will host the dynamic trio of  Erik Lindbergh, 
Rod Hightower and Ralph Hood.  May you all enjoy the spirit and community of Aviation in 2011. 
      See You At The MACTS! 
                                   Gloria Bahn  ATP/ DPE,  President GSLFIA  

 

Flight Instructor Revalidation Clinic Registration  
and Membership Renewal 

  

The registration process for the January 15th and 16th, 2011  Flight Instructor Revalidation Clinic (FIRC), and 

the membership renewal process is underway.  As last year, we offer CFIs the opportunity to attend and 

revalidate free at the January FIRC if they have not attended the GSLFIA FIRC in 2009 or 2010. This is 

a great opportunity for CFIs that have never attended a GSLFIA FIRC or are now “out of sync” with the Janu-

ary FIRC possibly because they obtained an additional rating. These Instructors can experience the excellent 

St Louis GSLFIA FIRC and get into the January revalidation cycle free! The FIRC fee for CFIs that attended 

the 2009 or 2010 FIRC is $200 early registration- mailed by January 10th, 2011 or $225 at the door. 

  The FIRC is combined with the Midwestern Aviation Conference and Trade Show. Your attendance at the 

FIRC and/or your continued membership is important. It provides revenue for additional CFI Scholarships and 

it is a direct investment in your aviation community. For more information visit www.gslfia.com 

 

Annual Recognition Dinner on Saturday Night  (January 15th, 6:30-9:30 pm) 

We will honor 2 lifetime GSLFIA members for their outstanding service: Brian Brinker and Ed Meyer. Plan to 
join your fellow aviators to recognize the accomplishments of the aviation community’s finest, including CFI of 
the Year, FAA Master Pilot Award, New CFI of the Year, Jim Byrnes Award and more.   

Mr. Ralph Hood, humorist, will be the guest speaker at this event. 
Seating is limited so please make your reservations early with Gloria Bahn at N85Romeo@aol.com.   

 
Safety Tip of the Month 

by Rick Albrecht  
 

Winter flying is lots of fun!  The airplane flies so good in the cold air and the view is great.  And that is how it 
should be, as long as you do all the pre-flight planning for winter flying.  Thorough pre-flight planning, makes 
safe flying . 

        FLY SAFE           

http://mailbox2.lycos.com/zimbra/h/www.gslfia
http://www.gslfia.com/
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Call To Action: 2nd Annual Learn To Fly Event – Sunday, January 15th 2011 

Let’s face it: we need more pilots!   It is imperative that we take advantage of every opportu-
nity to introduce as many people as possible to aviation.  Whether it’s convincing the 
younger generation of the future benefits of an aviation career or simply showing the would-
be weekend warrior the return on investment, we must continue to draw new pilots from the 
general population.  In order to do this we must take advantage of every opportunity to put 
our best face forward and press the flesh.  The 2011 MACTS is one of these opportunities—
for all of us. 

The Greater St. Louis Flight Instructors Association will be hosting the 2nd Annual “Learn to 
Fly” Event as part of this year’s MACTS on Sunday, January 16th 2011 from 1-3pm at the 
Maryland Heights Centre.  The focus of Sunday afternoon’s program draws from this press-
ing need to bring in as many non-pilots as possible to show them the joy of flight.  John 
Teipen will be discussing the benefits of learning to fly at any age, and of course we’ll have 
flight simulators and instructors on hand for aspiring (and accomplished) pilots to get invalu-
able “hands-on” experience—even log training time toward a certificate.  In addition to the 
Elite PI-135 PCATD, we’re very excited to have two “Flight Sim Dolly” PC-based simulators 
built by Mr. Mike Saettele: a student pilot working towards his Light Sport Certificate.  These 
devices must be seen to be believed:  full-immersion flight simulator suites with pilot seat, 
multiple screens, stereo sound, yoke/stick, throttle quadrant/radio stack coupled with high-
speed computers running  Microsoft Flight Simulator X—all built into a portable dolly capa-
ble of fitting through a 36” door.  I’ve “flown” Mike’s simulators and they’re the next best 
thing to flying an airplane.  What a vivid way of introducing the uninitiated to the world of 
flight, especially the technology-oriented younger generation.  

But regardless of all the high-tech “bells and whistles” the most important element to this 
exciting program is you.  I encourage every member of our organization to come and see 
your membership dues and fellow members at work: attend this year’s MACTS, especially 
the Sunday Learn To Fly Event.  I’ll even go a step further and offer this challenge: bring a 
non-pilot with you.  Use your immediate resources.  Look around you.  I believe everyone 
can come up with at least one person who has shown the interest and means necessary to 
be a serious pilot candidate.   A copy of the flyer for Sunday’s events is available on the 
website—just logon to www.gslfia.com.  You’ll see the link on the homepage.  Download it, 
print out a few to place in your local grocery store, coffee shop, gym—anywhere you can.  
Feel free to pass it along via e-mail to anyone who may be interested.  Let’s all work to-
gether to show what the St. Louis Aviation Community has to offer.  By doing our part to 
spread the word, we can take a giant leap forward in showing the non-flying public what we 
all love to do: fly. 

If you’d like to be a part of Sunday’s program or have ideas or resources for getting the word 

out about it, please contact me at davewpressy@gmail.com or call me at 314-566-3118.   

 

 Membership News 
 
**Rainy A. Bell, 88, of Belleville IL passed away December 11, 2010.  Rainy was a former 
recipient of the Wright Brothers Master Pilot and Charles Taylor Master Mechanic Awards.  
Memorials to the Belleville Humane Society & Mass Offerings to St. Mary's Catholic Church. 
 
**Input about the history of the GSLFIA is needed and should be sent to Rick Albrecht.  Rick 
also urges all members to attend the MACTS and to bring a non-flying friend.  “The program 
is for young and old, pilots and non-pilots.” 
 
**Tom Kuehne writes:  As a new member of the board, I want to say, it is an honor to serve, 
and I hope I can live up to the job that Don Hoffmann has done all of these years. Don has 
been an incredible help and has certainly made the transition easier. I hope to work closely 
with Dave Pressy, on making our website user friendly.  I am excited about the possibility of 
new activities, which are in the planning stages for our organization for 2011, and look for-
ward to participating. I hope to help in making our organization even better for the future. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any membership questions.  

 

mailto:members@gslfia.com
http://www.gslfia.com
mailto:davewpressy@gmail.com

